
Stewardship of Time 2018    Because I Believe…I Pray 
Luke 21:25-36 
 
A few days ago I was at a meeting of parish leaders  
   and we were talking about what we hoped  
      our parish would be like in 5 years. 
 
One of them said, I hope in five years we say: 
  “Darn, we should have built the larger Church. 
      His vision was that we will be regretting that we built our new Church  
         too small… 
             and that we be wishing then that we had built a larger church. 
 
That is a great vision… 
  And it is not just about this area of Clark County growing… 
   It’s about our parish reaching out beyond the walls of our current churches 
     And into the homes and hearts of 

• People who no longer come to church, 
• People who don’t have a relationship with Jesus or with a Church 
• People who need the love of God demonstrated to them                     

through our faith community. 
 
Did you know that about half of our parishioners don’t come to Church on a 
regular basis? 
 
Did you know that the number of people who now identify as having no religion 
has increased more than 20% in the last 15 years? 
 
People have given up on religion… 
 
And we can blame some of it on the sex abuse crisis  
 or other scandals in Churches. 
   And we can blame some of it on a growing secularization of Western culture. 
 
But if we are to be completely honest we need to look at this: 
 
People look at those of us who profess to be followers of Jesus… 
    And they don’t see a difference between us and anyone else. 
      They just don’t see that having faith matters. 
 



When he presented our parish mission last spring,  
    David Wells spoke an Advent message to us… 
     He challenged us to wake up to the wonder of God all around us. 
 
Our Gospel Reading today says the same thing… 
   “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy… 
      from the anxieties of daily life…” 
 
Has your life become drowsy… 
   Do you find yourself simply going through the motions? 
      Do you really believe who Jesus is and the power that he has in your life? 
 
The theme this year for our annual stewardship appeals is this… 
    Because I believe… 
In the course of this year we will examine the proper stewardship 
   (and when I say stewardship now I hope you are all thinking of taking care of) 
   In the course of this year we will be examining the proper stewardship  
      of our time, our treasure, and our talent. 
 
Because I believe…I pray is the theme for stewardship of our Time. 
   Because I believe…I give will be the theme for stewardship of our Treasure. 
And Because I believe…I serve will be the theme Stewardship of our talent. 
 
Because I believe…I pray: Because I believe…I give; Because I believe…I serve. 
 
Because you believe, your faith should make a difference in your life. 
 
I want to invite you today to focus on the first of those three… 
    Because I Believe…I pray. 
 
You will find at the end of the pews a handout on ways to grow your faith, 
   Ways to grow your discipleship walk. 
I’d like to highlight a few of the possibilities: 
    We have several opportunities that are special events for adults  
      and some for youth and young adults 
 

• Adults: March For Life in January;        Haiti Mission Trip in February 
• Men’s E6 Conference in February; 
• REBOOT sponsored by St. Mary of the Knobs (also in February); 
• Los Angeles Religious Education Congress in March this next year ($500) 



Youth and Young Adults: 
• One Bread One Cup 
• Wolf Pack Mission Trip 
• High School and Young Adult Mission trip to Haiti (probably in June) 
• March for Life in January 

 
All of those are retreat opportunities that will help you wake up your faith. 
 
Other opportunities:  

• Formed…on line…can do from your own home. 
• Daily Scripture Reflections 
• Parish Mission this Spring (still working out the details on that.) 

 
As we have done the past few years, we invite you to take that home this week; 
   Fill out the bottom section that highlights your commitment, 
       put it in one of the envelopes; address it to yourself, seal it, 
        and bring it back next weekend. 
This is between you and God….what are you going to do in 2019 
    to grow your faith. 
We will then mail it back to you this Spring as a simple reminder…but you can 
also take the top section off and keep it someplace where you can see it. 
 
If we want to grow our parish…it begins by each one of us growing our faith. 
 
What ae you going to do this year…in 2019…that affirms the statement: 
    Because I believe….I Pray? 
 
 
 
 


